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	1.6
	As we create a more diverse economy, we will strengthen support for exporters to help us increase our market share with our traditional markets in Europe and the United States, while breaking further into the emerging markets of China, India and Brazil.


	BExA supports the proposal.  The lack of investment and low priority given to exporting over the last decade has been disappointing, and has resulted in the UK’s share of world trade declining from over 4% to under 3%.  We need to see concrete plans about how support will be strengthened.  Labour must consult with exporters to understand the issues.  BExA produced its own manifesto for exporting in February 2010 setting out our vision of what is needed. 



	1.6
	We must seize the opportunity to develop education, in particular higher education, as a great export business. Universities will be encouraged to develop international links and research partnerships, and we want the Open University and learn direct to reach the global market in distance learning.  

We will develop a new gateway for the export of NHS intellectual property and cutting-edge services.


	BExA supports the proposal to encourage publicly funded entities to generate revenue by exporting.   UKTI research suggests that firms that commence exporting have a 30% improvement in productivity in the year that exports commence.  BExA commends its Guide to Successful Exporting to organisations starting out in exporting.

	10.5
	In Africa, Labour has made aid, trade, conflict prevention and good governance a priority. 

Trade can lift millions out of poverty. We will work with the private sector, trade unions and co-operatives to promote sustainable development, quadruple our funding for fair and ethical trade, and press for a fair World Trade Organisation deal, with no enforced liberalisation for poor countries, and increased duty-free and quota-free access.
	BExA supports this responsible vision.  Whereas BExA generally supports the removal of barriers to free trade, any such openness must also take account of the varying needs of developing countries and may therefore need to be proportional and /or selective.  

There are plenty of examples of how microfinance, supporting trade at a very local level, benefits communities.
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	3
	Britain needs a new economic model. Saving and business investment must replace reckless borrowing as the foundation of growth. We need to boost enterprise and develop a low carbon, hi-tech economy. Our exports must grow. We need to get Britain working by creating jobs in the private sector, and we must get better value for money from the public sector.


	BExA is in agreement with “our exports must grow”.  The UK’s share of world trade declined from over 4% to under 3% over the last decade.  We need to see concrete plans about how support will be strengthened.  Consevatives must consult with exporters to understand what is needed.

	11
	Create a more balanced economy

We will create the conditions for higher exports, business investment and saving as a share of GDP.

Our share of world exports has fallen by almost a third. A sustainable recovery must be driven by growth in exports and business investment, and through a better environment for wealth creation.


	BExA agrees with this aspiration, however we need to see concrete plans about how the conditions are to be created for growing our exports.  BExA produced its own manifesto for exporting in February 2010 setting out our vision of what is needed. 

 

	11
	Make Britain the leading hi-tech exporter in Europe

We will implement key recommendations from Sir James Dyson’s Review into how to achieve our goal of making Britain Europe’s leading hi-tech exporter, including:

· encouraging the establishment of joint university-business research and development institutes;

· initiating a multi-year Science and Research Budget to provide a stable investment climate for Research Councils;

· creating a better focus on Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths (STEM) subjects in schools; and,

· establishing a new prize for engineering.  

Research and development tax credits will be improved and refocused on hi-tech companies, small businesses and new start-ups. At the same time, we will give strong backing to the growth industries that generate high-quality jobs around the country.


	BExA approves of the encouragement of leading edge exports and engineering: we should focus on what we are good at but also extend these practical suggestions to all UK industry.  

Support for export has been in short supply under the current administration with the result that UK exporters have difficulties competing for international business against exporters from other (EU and OECD) countries whose governments view export support as an essential driver out of recession. 



	11
	We will improve the performance of UK Trade and Investment with a renewed focus on high priority sectors and markets where the return on taxpayers’ money is highest.


	BExA welcomes this initiative and would like UKTI and BIS staff to have regular secondment into industry, and for them to recommend commercial services where available.

	11
	We will regularly compare government support for exporters and inward investment against the services provided by our competitors.


	BExA welcomes the proposal to measure output and compare the service internationally.  BExA’s research (released April 2010) on ECA benchmarking demonstrates just how far the UK has slipped behind the rest of the world.

	11
	We will work for the successful conclusion of the Doha trade round and support bilateral free trade negotiations between the European Union (EU) and other countries.


	BExA sees these aspects of trade policy as being essential to the UK.

BExA sees bilateral agreements as a poor second best to a successful Doha trade round.

	117
	We will push for a trade deal which brings growth to the poorest countries, helps those countries adapt to climate change, and puts in place the building blocks of wealth creation.


	BExA supports this vision and would like to see responsible partnerships between the UK and the poorest countries.  More detail is required about the proposed implementation.

	118
	Trade and economic growth are the only sustainable way for developing countries to escape poverty, which is why we will put maximum effort into achieving an ambitious, pro-development global trade deal.


	BExA supports this responsible vision.  There are plenty of examples of how microfinance, supporting trade at a very local level, benefits communities.

	118
	End Labour’s use of the Export Credit Guarantee Department to support investment in dirty fossil fuel power stations, and instead use it to help spread new green energy technology to developing countries;
	While, long term, this is an excellent aspiration, the view could be taken as simplistic.  The last major power project supported by ECGD was 1999 for Malaysia: http://www.ecgd.gov.uk/news.htm?id=5954
Some countries still need coal technology.  The coal industry is booming in India: FT 15 April "Coal is the fuel of the future for Asia … New Delhi continues to expand its coal-fired power generation capacity. According to the World Bank, 40 per cent of homes in India are still without electricity. The country's authorities see coal as a "poverty alleviation" tool to spread electricity across the country.”  The UK has considerable expertise in clean fossil fuel technology, and such exports should continue to be supported if they will result in developmental benefit for the destination country.
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	61
	Work through the EU to make sure that the environment is fully integrated into the objectives of international institutions such as the World Bank, International Monetary Fund and World Trade Organisation.


	BExA supports this vision.  However, we need to see concrete plans regarding detail and implementation to be sure that the impact is operationally achievable, i.e. without undue bureaucracy, in international trade so that there is a fair and level playing field for exporters across the EU.



	66
	Work with Britain’s European neighbours to create thousands of new jobs by breaking down trade barriers and boosting support for green jobs.


	Whereas BExA generally supports the removal of barriers to free trade, any such openness must also take account of the varying needs of developing countries and may therefore need to be proportional and /or selective.  

While recognising the value and benefit of sustainability, it would be a shame to confine support to “green jobs” when industry generally has suffered from lack of support for export during the current administration.



	103
	Creating a more cost-effective government:

25 Commercialise UK Trade and Investment 

Saving £135m in 2011-2


	BExA would like UKTI and BIS staff to have regular secondment into industry, and for them to recommend commercial services where available.  BExA does not support commercialisation of UKTI if it will result in UKTI charging for all its services: this would be detrimental for SMEs starting out in exporting.
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